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In 2007 and 2008, Belgium was once more a privileged observer of the
international community’s approach to peace and security, serving as
non-permanent member at the UN Security Council (UNSC).
Participating in this ‘global core cabinet’ for the fifth time already, it
would build upon its historical expertise, especially in relation to
Central Africa. Yet its role would not be limited to the region of the
Great Lakes only: the government aimed to contribute in a substantial
way to all major issues, ‘from North Korea to Haiti’, taking the role of
‘bridge builder’. In fact, in these two years, the agenda of the UNSC
was filled with expectable and less expectable hot spots..

This volume contains a variety of essays in light of Belgium’s 2007-
2008 membership of the UNSC, covering issues that were high on the
international agenda as well as more horizontal ones. Contributions of
policy officials and academics will give a comprehensive overview of
these two years and provide insight into the limits and opportunities of
a smaller EU Member State in UNSC politics more generally.



Belgium in the UN Security Council:
Reflections on the 2007-2008 Membership

Contents

: - Foreword - Karel De Gucht
Belgium in 1. Introduction: The 2007-2008 Belgian Membership of the UN Security Council in Perspective

the UN Security Council: . .
O - Edith Drieskens and Jan Wouters
the 2007-2008 Membership 2. Serving at the UN Security Council: An Insider’s View - Jan Grauls and Johan Verbeke

3. The 2007-2008 Membership of the UN Security Council: Maximizing Opportunities and
Minimizing Constraints? - Jan Wouters, Bruno Demeyere and Nicolas Hachez

4. Revisiting the Rule of Law: Law-making and Law-changing by the UN Security Council -
Stefan Talmon

5. The Role of Small Powers at the UN Security Council: The Case of Belgium

Michel Liegeois

6. Italy’s 2007-2008 Mandate at the UN Security Council: A Missed Opportunity?

Nicoletta Pirozzi

7. China, Africa and the UN Security Council: Defending Old Principles, Safeguarding New
Interests and Finding Partners along the Way - Sara Van Hoeymissen

8. lll-equipped to Stop the Bear: The UN Security Council and the Case of the Russian-
Georgian August 2008 War - Ria Laenen

9. Belgian Expertise in the Congo: A Paradox - Xavier Zeebroek

10. Dealing with Darfur: The UN Security Council Enters a Complex Battleground

Sander Happaerts

11. The Unbearable Lightness of UN Security Council Resolutions: The Case of Iran - Tom
Sauer

12. Global Crisis Management: The Belgian and EU Contribution - Sven Biscop

13. NATO as Peacekeeper: Challenges and Opportunities for the UN - Ann Pauwels

14. Reforming the UN Security Council: Searching for an End to a Never-ending Story - Tine
Vandervelden

15. The Parameters of UN Security Council Reform: Some Personal Reflections

Johan Verbeke

16. The UN Security Council and Regional Organisations: A Difficult Partnership

Luk Van Langenhove

17. Walking on Eggshells: Non-permanent Members Searching for a EU Perspective at the
UN Security Council - Edith Drieskens

18. Epilogue: Looking Backward, Going Forward - Edith Drieskens and Jan Wouters

Yes, please send me ..........
copy (ies) of Belgium in the UN
Security Council (ISBN -90-
5095-930-8) at approx. 47.50
euro per copy. Please charge
my credit card.

o Visa o MasterCard

Name of cardholder: ..............
Expiry date: ..............oll
Date: ..o

Signature





